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Protecting Harpers Ferry
One of the Nation’s Ten Most Endangered
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Common Vision for
Preservation

For 70—years,
congressional, state, and
local leaders, groups,
and individuals have
shared a common vision
for Harpers Ferry—to
create a national park
that today Is one of West

Virginia’s finest
treasures.
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Shenandoah River from Murphy Farm |
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Protecting Scenic Views
This vision recently saved

| the Murphy Farm and

forged passage of the
Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park Revision
Act of 2004, affording
greater protection of
School House Ridge
Battlefield and the park’s
skyline.
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B The site is one of
the 10 most threatenec
battlefields according

o a recent study.
By BEN EVANS
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Old Standard LLC’s
development raises
new concerns

The Civil War
Preservation Trust on
March 13, 2007declared
Harpers Ferry to be one
of the ten most
endangered battlefields
due to Old Standard’s
development and
annexation.

The National Park
Conservation Association
and the National Trust
for Historic Preservation
have also voiced their
opposition.


http://www.nps.gov/hafe/parkmgmt/upload/Harpers Ferry Most Endangered Battlefield.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/hafe/parkmgmt/upload/Harpers Ferry Endangered Civil War Sites.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/hafe/parkmgmt/upload/Harpers Ferry Endangered Civil War Sites.pdf
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national park
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Old Standard development,
In the core of the park’s
historic and scenic setting,
threatens loss of a Civil
War battlefield and
desecration of the park’s
scenery.

Protected park land in red, proposed development in green
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200 residerbal units

200 residential units

Commercial Use
Buildings
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Sp0|led Landscape

The park is installing hiking trails
and outdoor exhibits throughout
School House Ridge Battlefield.
The southern end of Bolivar
Heights will be covered by Old
Standard’s development. Views
of the historic landscape and park
scenery will be obliterated by the
new construction ruining the
view along the new trails.

Graphic depiction of proposed development
based on Old Standard LLC presentation
3/16/2007
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In 1862, 39,000 troops were engaged on
the battlefield of Harpers Ferry.

In the final hours, General AP Hill’s
flanking maneuver of 5,000 troops swept
the southern end of Bolivar Heights,
placing 3,000 troops and 20 cannons on
the Murphy Farm, affecting the surrender
of the Union forces.

Preserve Pristine Civil

War Battlefield

General A.P. Hill’s
flanking maneuver on
Bolivar Heights South
brought about the largest
surrender of Union troops
during the Civil War.
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" | == W Top Ten Endangered

Battlefield

Approximately 75% of
the land Old Standard
proposes to develop is in
fact a pristine 1862 Civil

War battlefield.
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Approximately 25% of
the land is a brownfields

site requiring landscape
remediation.
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Economic Benefit of
Preservation

Harpers Ferry National

Historical Park generates up
to $32.7 million annually in
the state and local economy.

i Spoiling the park’s history
and beauty, with Old
Standard’s development
dominating the landscape,
will drive tourists away,
harming the local and state
economy. It will waste
hundreds of millions of
dollars already invested to
preserve one of West
Virginia’s finest treasures.
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Charles Town Mayor Peggy
Smith has it right—this proposed
annexation is too far from
Charles Town. The neighboring
communities of Harpers Ferry
and Bolivar are against the
annexation. The NPS opposes
this annexation and urges it not
be adopted.




